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Modern Arabic Dictionary: The Evolution of Meanings in

the Age of Technology - A Contemporary Linguistic Study

Dr. Alaa ABDULKHALEQ HUSSEIN
Alaa.Abdulkhaleq@colaw.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Research Summary:

The research aims to analyze the mechanisms of semantic development
in the modern Arabic dictionary, and also aims to study the effects of
technology and globalization on the contemporary Arabic dictionary, in
addition to exploring the role of the modern Arabic dictionary in
preserving the identity of the Arabic language and providing
recommendations to enhance the contribution of the Arabic dictionary in
preserving linguistic uniqueness.
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The descriptive analytical research methodology was adopted, as data
and information were collected from relevant primary and secondary
sources, then these data were analyzed and interpreted to reach results
and conclusions.

The research procedures include reviewing the literature and previous
studies on the development of meanings in the Arabic language and
modern Arabic dictionaries, collecting data and information from primary
and secondary sources including modern Arabic dictionaries and
specialized linguistic studies, analyzing and interpreting the data using the
descriptive analytical method to extract the results, and formulating
recommendations and proposals to activate the role of the Arabic
dictionary in preserving the identity of the Arabic language.

The research results indicate that the modern Arabic dictionary is a vital
linguistic tool for documenting and recording semantic developments in
contemporary Arabic. The mechanisms of meaning development in the
modern Arabic dictionary vary, including specialization and
generalization, semantic transition, phonetic changes, and influence by
external factors. Technology and globalization have had multiple impacts
on the modern Arabic dictionary, such as introducing new vocabulary,
changing the meanings of existing words, and being influenced by other
languages, as well as the emergence of new technical terms. The modern
Arabic dictionary plays a pivotal role in preserving the identity of the
Arabic language and its linguistic specificity by monitoring and
documenting semantic changes and developing Arabic terms. The
research proposals and recommendations include: Continuous
development and updating of modern Arabic dictionaries to keep pace
with contemporary linguistic developments. Encouraging specialized
research and studies in the field of meaning development in modern
Arabic dictionaries and mechanisms for preserving linguistic identity.
Enhancing cooperation between linguistic and academic institutions in
the field of publishing and developing modern Arabic dictionaries.
Including specialized courses in applied linguistics and modern Arabic
dictionaries in graduate programs at universities. Activating the role of
media and social media in spreading awareness of the importance of
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modern Arabic dictionaries and promoting their use. Establishing
specialized research centers to study the development of meanings in
contemporary Arabic and mechanisms for preserving its linguistic
identity.

Keywords: Arabic dictionary, development of meanings, technology.
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