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Abstract:

This study seeks to explore the profound transformations that the
education system in Iraq witnessed over six critical decades (1921-1980),
highlighting the pivotal roles played by the Ministers of Education and
their achievements, which shaped educational policies in the face of
political and social challenges. The study relies on a comprehensive
methodology that combines historical analysis with comparative analysis,
focusing on three main levels: structural, which reflects the development
of institutions; functional, which addresses policies and objectives; and
outcomes, which reviews outcomes and their impact on society. The
study relies on a rich and diverse set of primary sources, such as official
studies and government reports, in addition to secondary sources such as
memoirs and academic studies. This gives the results an objective
character by combining Arab and foreign sources. During the founding
phase (1921-1932), the research highlights the efforts of general
ministers, such as Muhammad Ali Hibat al-Din al-Shahristani and Sati' al-
Husri, to Arabize education and establish an administrative structure,
despite significant challenges posed by a scarcity of personnel and a tight
budget.

The second phase (1932-1958) witnessed a remarkable quantitative
expansion thanks to the leadership of ministers such as Jabir Omar and
Sadiq al-Bassam, as vocational and university education were developed.
However, this period was plagued by a growing urban-rural gap, and a

"graduate" crisis flourished.
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During the republican era (1958-1968), education became an effective
weapon in the battle for social change, with ministers such as Hadib al-
Hajj Hammoud leading arduous campaigns to eradicate illiteracy.
However, the regime fell into the trap of ideological politicization, which
cast a shadow over the course of education. While the Ba'ath era (1968—
1980) witnessed unprecedented infrastructure expansion, such as the
increase in schools and universities, policies tied education to party
agendas, negatively impacting its quality and independence.

The results revealed profound contradictions, manifested in the gap
between quantitative growth, such as the increase in the number of
schools and students, and qualitative decline, such as the decline in the
quality of graduates. They also highlighted the tension between
administrative centralization and local specificities. They demonstrated
how education was transformed from a means of building national
identity into a tool for political mobilization. Among the prominent
recommendations are the need to separate education from ideological
conflicts, adopt flexible education policies that address geographical gaps,
and focus on quality rather than quantity. The study also proposed
conducting comparative studies with international experiences,
capitalizing on the positives of each phase—the fundamental reforms of
the monarchy and the expansion of higher education during the
republic—while avoiding the negatives, particularly excessive
politicization. Ultimately, the research provides a profound analytical
insight into the problems facing current Iraqi education, emphasizing that
achieving any anticipated educational reform requires striking a delicate

balance between authentic modernity and cultural identity, between
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qguantity and quality, and between centralization and decentralization,
while avoiding the pressures of narrow political hegemony.
Keywords: Ministers of Education, Education System, Iraqgi Higher

Education.
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