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The Cultural Dimension in the Semiotics of Color in Arabic Poetry:
An Analytical Approach to Ancient and Contemporary Texts
Abstract:
This article aims to analyze the cultural dimension in the semiotics of color
in ancient and contemporary Arabic poetry, asserting that colors transcend
their aesthetic function to become profound cultural and civilizational

symbols reflecting identity, history, and diverse human experiences. The
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study demonstrates that colors in ancient poetry were primarily shaped by
the influence of the natural environment (such as the desert) and religious
heritage (such as the symbolism of light and darkness), where their
connotations were linked to direct values and emotions. With the transition
to contemporary poetry, fundamental shifts occurred; while some colors
maintained their symbolic roots, they acquired new, more complex
meanings due to political and social influences and cultural globalization.
Comparative analysis revealed that the modern poet reinterprets inherited
symbols to express issues such as revolution or alienation. Crucially, the
poet's personal experience plays a determining role in shaping these
connotations, just as regional variations within the Arab world contribute
to the diversity of color meanings. The article concludes that understanding
the cultural dimensions of color is essential for grasping the symbolic depth
in Arabic poetry, calling for an expansion of research to include studying
the impact of colors on reader reception in different contexts.

Keywords: Colors, Arabic Poetry, Cultural Symbolism, Ancient Poetry,
Contemporary Poetry, Color Semiotics, Cultural Identity, Cultural

Dimensions.
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