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The Artistic Structure in the Diwan of Shamim Al-Hilli: A

Computational Stylistic Study

Author: Dr. Alaa Abdulkhaleq Hussein Al-Mandalawi
Publication: Scientific Article for Al-Araga Foundation for Culture and
Development

Abstract:

This study examines and analyzes the artistic structure in the Diwan of the poet Ali
ibn al-Hasan ibn Antar al-Hilli, known as "Shamim Al-Hilli" (d. 601 AH), aiming to
deconstruct his poetic discourse through a comparative approach that balances
traditional rhetorical and stylistic analysis with contemporary computational
readings. The significance of this research lies in uncovering the structural
characteristics of the Diwan of a poet characterized by grammatical obsession and
lexical affectation, highlighting the impact of his psychological makeup and
intellectual narcissism on his vocabulary selection, imagery construction, and
rhetorical embellishments. Furthermore, it offers an applied model for utilizing
artificial intelligence techniques and digital text processing to investigate stylistic

phenomena in ancient Arabic heritage.

The research adopts an analytical stylistic approach integrated with computational
statistical stylistics. The research procedures involved subjecting the texts of the
Diwan to a comprehensive statistical survey aimed at extracting the frequency of
archaic vocabulary, deconstructing rhetorical relationships, and measuring verbal

and semantic rhetorical devices. Additionally, it analyzed the rhythmic
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architecture—both internal and external—using automated text processing

applications.

The study yielded several key results, most notably a tight nexus between the poet's
self-narcissism and his intentional resort to lexical affectation and complex imagery
as a means to assert his literary superiority. It also revealed a dominance of
constrained rhetorical craftsmanship—such as antithesis, paronomasia, adherence
to the unrequired (Luzum Ma La Yalzam), and antimetabole (Tasdir)—as organizing
architectural pillars of the poem, alongside his preference for grand metrical
structures and voiced rhymes with high acoustic resonance. In light of these
findings, the researcher recommends expanding the implementation of digital
methods and artificial intelligence in studying the works of late Abbasid poets,
developing specialized linguistic algorithms to detect complex rhetorical and
metaphorical devices, and building computational databases to support lexical and

rhythmic comparisons of classical heritage texts.

Keywords: Shamim Al-Hilli, Artistic Structure, Computational Stylistics, Poetic

Lexicon, Rhetorical Craftsmanship, Rhythmic Architecture.
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